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RECENT DECISION 177 

Dower— Partition Sals— Wife of a Tenant in Common a Necessary Party.— 
The petitioner, a purchaser at a partition sale made in pursuance of proceedings 
between tenants in common, sought to have the sale set aside on the ground that 
the purchased property was subject to the inchoate right of dower of the wife 
of one of the parties, since she was not a party to the action. Dictum, in absence 
of statute to the contrary, the wife was a necessary party. Dure v. Sltarpe (Del. 
1921) 114 Atl. 207, 208. 

An inchoate right of dower may be relinquished by the wife's voluntary act. 
In re Acretelli (D. C. 1909) 173 Fed. 121; see Royston v. Royston (18S7) 21 
Ga. 161, 172. Thus an inchoate right of dower may be determined by a petition 
action in which the wife is joined. Jordan v. Van Bpps (N. Y. 1880) 58 How. 
Pr. 338; see Haggerty v. Wagner (1897) 148 Ind. 625, 640, 48 N. E. 366. A 
partition in severalty, to which the wife is not a party, however, destroys her 
inchoate right of dower to the undivided interest, but her right attaches to her 
husband's allotment. See Wilkinson v. Parish (N. Y. 1832) 3 Paige 653, 658. 
In most jurisdictions, moreover, a partition not in severalty extinguishes the in- 
choate right of dower even though the wife is not joined. Holley v. Glover 
(1891) 36 S. C. 404, 15 S. E. 605; Haggerty v. Wagner, supra; contra, Greiner 
v. Klein (1873) 28 Mich. 12. Partition, the courts say, is an incident of tenancy 
in common; therefore the wife if joined could not prevent it, and her presence 
would thus be nugatory. See Holley v. Glover, supra, 416 et seq.; Haggerty v. 
Wagner, supra, 635 et seq. The minority view, in accord with the instant case, 
seems the better since a wife should have the opportunity of urging a partition 
in severalty to safeguard her dower. Nevertheless, when by statute the proceeds 
of the sale are set aside for her, the majority rule works no hardship. Cf. Staser 
v. Gaar, Scott & Co. (1907) 168 Ind. 131, 79 N. E. 404. 

Evidence— Discovered After Conviction— Impeaching Witness.— The defendant 
S was convicted of bribing one D, mainly through the latter's testimony. To 
discredit this, S testified that D had tried to extort money from him, but could 
not prove it. D was subsequently convicted of the charge made by S, who moved 
for a new trial. Held, motion granted; the defendant should not be convicted by 
the testimony of a witness who had committed the very crime with which he 
was charged at the trial, though at that time it could not be proved. United States 
v. Senft (D. C, E. D., N. Y. 1921) 274 Fed. 629. 

It is generally said that a new trial will not be granted on the ground of 
newly discovered evidence which merely goes to impeach a witness. Graham and 
Waterman, New Trials (2d ed. 1855) 983. Discovery of new evidence is, however, 
ground for a new trial if it is on a material point and is reasonably certain to 
cause a different verdict. Laskofsky v. Pocahontas Consolidated Collieries Co. 
(1917) 179 App. Div. 861, 167 N. Y. Supp. 226. This is true even if it incidentally 
impeaches a witness. Lowry v. Indianapolis Traction and Terminal Co. (Ind. 
1920) 126 N. E. 223; Hess v. Sloane (1900) 47 App. Div. 585, 62 N. Y. Supp. 666. 
But a new trial may also be granted for evidence that merely impeaches a witness 
if it is reasonably certain that the evidence will cause a different result in the new 
trial. Louisville Bolt and Iron Co. v. Hart (1906) 122 Ky. 731, 92 S. W. 951 ; sec 
Apter v. Jordan (1919) 94 Conn. 139, 108 Atl. 548; contra, Corley v. N. Y. & H. 
R. R. Co. (1896) 12 App. Div. 409, 42 N. Y. Supp. 274. It would seem as if, not- 
withstanding the general rule that 'a new trial will not be granted for impeaching 
evidence, the courts will grant one if, in their discretion, they think that the new 
evidence will cause a different result. 

Evidence— Hearsay— Declarations to Physician. — In an action for procuring 
a miscarriage, the admission of the testimony of a physician that, in the presence of 



